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MYER'S MILL
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MYERS MILLS

The beginnings of what is now known as Myers Mills
go back to the later part of the 1700's. Louis devillers,
an emigrant from France, was an agent Ior land sales OI
acreage belonging to another Frenchman by the name of
Chaumont, He, deVillers, acquired about 600 acres of land
along the Butternut Creek and proceeded to build a dam for
a saw and grist mill., He erected two dwellings considered
to be 'first class' (sawed lumber, clapboards, and cornices
all painted white, and having lath and plaster interiors).
He also constructed a dwelling for slaves and a building
for the processing of woolen cloth. Around 1800 the prop-
erty was sold to an Englishman, John Cope, and the acreage
was split into about six farms.

There have been numerous owners of the mill property
down through the years. A partial listing would include
devVillers, Cope, Gregory, Braddock, Smith, Myers, Chase,
Durant, Stowell, and Glegg. It is currently owned by
Nancy Goehner. It is the Myers brothers, Andrew and
George, however, who have given this landmark its lasting
name, While they owned the mills, it became a sort of
community center: there was excellent fishing and great
swimming at the pond, and the pond itself encircled a race
track. Andrew had what might now be called a convenience
store, selling such things as kercsene, oil, molasses,
matches, school supplies, etc. But Myers Mills was espec-
ially known for the buckwheat flour it produced for the
Pillsbury Company. >

The two mills ceased to operate years ago---the saw
mill burned down (1930's) and the dam went out (1948)
draining the pond and with this, the power supply was gone.
Howevsc, other potentials were in store for the grist mill.
An author, John Durant, bought the property and turned the
mill .into a studio where he did his writing including many
of the stories he wrote for The Saturday Evening Post.
Still later, the property was further divided and the mill
itself was converted into a unigue residence. While the old
mill has changed and adapted over the years, it is still a
work place. Former owners would be amazed at the difference
between what was and what is., Gone are the water wheels,
the grindstpnes, the sifters, and the flour-covered sur-
faces. They have been replaced by the scanner/printer/
fax machine and a computer., But one thing remains constant:

the peaceful, quiet, idyllic setting with the Butternut
Creek flowing by.




The saw and gfist mills have been of interest to residents here
from the first. I cannot follow the list of owners from DeVillers
to the present time, but I w111 mention some of them. Sixty years
ago they were owned by Danlel Gregory (relatives of his are the
Gregorys now living in New Lisbon). From 1850 to 1864 it was
owned by Michael Braddock, and was iong~known as Braddocks Mills.
In 1864 Bradiock sold them to A. Y. Smith, and thg following
geason that old wolf in sheeps clothing Wm. H. Green alias G. W.
Longz. came here pretending to be a Methodist preacher, and mar-
ried Smiths sister. They moved to West Cornwall, where Green
poisoned her and she died. Green was captured hiding in a barn

~and very near ending his life then by cutting his throat. He
lived however. was tried and sentenced to be hung, but the sen-
tence was changed to imprisonment for life. A full account of
‘His trial can be found in the Morris Chronicle of Dec. 1867.
The mills were bought about twenty years ago by Andrew and George
Mvers. George has since sold his share of the grist mill to An-
drew. Since the Myers have owned it they have put in all new and
improved machinery, and the grist mill is one of. the best.equipped
and best managed in the canty, making specialty of buckwheat flour.
‘ The sawmill is now owned by Truman Chase.
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Bought of A. S. Myers, Proprietor of Myer’s Mills,

Wholesale and Retail Manufacturer of

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR A% CORN MEAL FOR FAMILY USE.

itom Grinding Promptly Done




Wiitten by Robert George:

LOUIS CARD, mill owner at seventeen (Myers Mill)

Itis a little known fact that Louis Card, brother of Charles Card, owned Myers Mills.

He bought the mill when he was only seventeen years old.

He fell in the basement of the mill and his leg was crushed in the gears which were
always open to the view of the operator. I do remember being downstairs in the mill
when there was ice on and about the gears and water wheel. The leg was amputated
at the knee. My father told about this happening and warned everyone to be careful
about going down near the wheel while it was in motion. Doris Card Whitman told
me the same story, so that I know it is authentic. Lew Card was also the father of
Christine Card Preston as well as Doris. Perhaps, Lew, never had title to the mill as

he was not of age when he purchased it.

I do recall that it was frightening to a small child when they pulled the big wooden
lever in the mill, which opened the gate so the full force of the water started to turn
the wheel - slowly at first, then more swiftly as it gained momentum. The water
boiled through the wheel and down the raceway. These were turbine wheels, two in
the gristmill and one in the sawmill. The gears made some noise and the huge

pulley, when belted to a smaller pulley, really increased the speed.

As the years advanced, no one kept the dam in good repair, so my father turned to a
gasoline tractor for power. My father, LEVI GEORGE, only owned 12 or 16 feet of

the dam. The last he did any sawing he used a LINN tractor engine for power.
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The Levi George sawmill t Myer’s Mills, New Lisbon, was destroved with all equipment on Sunday night. Januarv 10. 1932. b

Fire of unienown origu. Amodern cider press was also lostadong wyth the logs aud sote lombe,_
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BARTON MILL
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 GARRATTSVILLE PAsr B
, Summer-Fall 1878 = o o1, wt

i Porter Barton ‘has repaired and
_has in operation, the sawmill’ known .
" as the Stately Barton mill: (New Lis-
" bon). Hormu:w timber 40 fut,in‘_
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BARTON'S MILLS
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19043 ~Bartons Mill
' 1880 N P Barton burned 18Y7 rebuilt
1852 Amszsa Barton
Wm. Lull
James Roosd

Abner Earl

Wm. Lull & son Roderick, boushi the farm that surrounds

Bartons WMills in New Lisbon. Wm. Lull traded farm in Laurens
with James Rood for the mills ana lived there until he died
in 1837 aged 76 years. Roderick Lull married Amy Potter



* Across the highway and a little further esst

- stood the mills owned for the past 56 years by the Barton fam-
ily. A mill has stood on this site for a long time. The pre-
sent owner understands that a mill was first built there by the
- family of Nobles who were among the first settlers of -this part
of New Lisbon. When the mill was first built the highway ran
from the Union Church in Noblesville in a soughwest direction
coming ‘out on the main road on the west side of the valley a
little below the residence of Linueg Chapin, deceased. We find
this mill was owned about 90 years ago by Abner Earl. - His wife
was a Card, a sister of Mrs. Faithful Smith, an aunt of Albert
Smith ‘efid also of Wm. P. Card for so many years a wagon maker
in Morris Village.

It passed from him to James Rood the father of Charles and Elias
" Rood, both of whom were well known in later years in Morris where
they resided. James Rood exchanged the mill property with the
heirs of William Tmll, son of Ren. Lull Sr. for the farm in '
Lourens now owned by Irving Crandall, somewhere about 60 years
- ago, and it came in to the hands of Amasa Barton in 1852, who
sold it to his son N.P.Barton, in 1883 who is still the owner.
‘The mill burned in Dec, 1897, but was rebuilt the following

‘year. It is well patronized, being well equipped £or grinding
feed and buckwheat, and for sawing and planing lumber.
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1832 Tune 3: “Wilson's Spiral
Vent Water Wheel for saw and
grist mills and other machinery
propelled by water power. James
Rood. Exclusive rights to make,
construct and vend to others.
Ready to sell rights for singlc
wheels, dams or as will best suit
purchasers . . . those interested
in economy of water, of mill
and machinery building to call
and witness operations of two
wheels in his Grist Mill al New
Lisbon, also in Augustus Gar-
dener’ mill at Cooperstown and
one at Moses Rich’s mill in Mid-
dlefield and others”. '

1835, April 6: “For Sale, Valu-
able farm on Butternut Creek
at Noble’s Ville, in Town of
New Lisbon, containing 36 acres
" of choice land with good Grist-
mill thereon and 2 run of stone
and in good repair. ' Upon the
premises are two dwelling houses
and otl.er out buildings. Situa-

tion is plesant and will be sold

Jow. For terms apply to sub-
scriber. ._'[ames JRood”. |
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Am not absolutely certain if this dam belongs to
Barton's Mill---but I think it does. Please refer
back a page to the picture of the man that's fish-
ing. This is Barton's Mill pond (picture found in
a family album and the family owned the property).
Notice the area in back of the pond: is sloping
upwards, contains trees, and has a fence in the
background. Now check the dam picture---the same
features occur in the background (that's probably
Co. Hwy. 12 beyond the fence). So I believe it's
a reasonable assumption to speculate that this dam
was the Barton's Mill dam---but it is not proof
positive.




GARRATTSVILLE MILL AKA CARD'S MILL

Busineass Relference

X PO CLIek
R it Wearing . Lm0

Noblesville Business Directory.
Gardner, Martin, Proprietor Noblesville Hotel,
Peck, Geo. 1, dealer in Dry Goods, Grooeries,

\\\\\

Lull, D, O, Manufeturer of Wagons, Agont for”
,u’.mmk Plowboy, nnd Hap Raising and

L B, Stettsonvile Baw'
‘Mill, Manufacturer of Lathe, and dealor
in Lumber.

, Nathan D., dealer in Flour, Tubs and
%«, Farming, Hop and m&é"m and

PR, g o, oK

B Won g Dist. No. :.
m‘ .’ L
Bonjnmiln, John, do 1.
Bundy, Elon, do 7. £
Be'qhn;'u W.R. s
m' - . .
Bingham, F. 0., do 13.
Chapin, Linus N., ' do 1.
Onmmigu. Leman, Joint with But,
Cronk, W, W., Dist. No. 13,
Rdmunds A. 8., do 2
Eldred, Charles, do 12
Elliot, A, H., do 3.
Follett, Dwight, do 13.
Fairchild, Chas. 8., do 1.
Gledhill, John L., g: 2,
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GARRATTSVILLE MILL

The mill was once a blacksmith shop with a Mr. Timothy
Jewett Pelton as workman/owner. Other uses were varied: Abe
Welch supposedly had a wagon manufacturing business here and
later there was a paint shop located on the second floor.

Peter Card bought from Alonzo Avery the wheel and water rights
of the nearby creek and set up his own mill and carriage
factory ---and also a grist, cider, and planning mill as well
as a saw mill.

The Business Directory of Otsegd County, 1872-3 lists: Card,
Peter (Garrattsville) cooper & (with Wm. H. Card) saw mill and
farmer.

A news item tells about the Great Storm of June 7, 1874
and states: "In Garrattsville, both dams belonging to the grist
mill are gone."

Remarkably, this building still stands in the village of
Garrattsville. It is weather-beaten and somewhat forlorn but
is a reminder of times past.

Peter Card's Mill

There is evidence that a second cheese factory operated by
Alonzo G. Avery stood between the chair factory and the Peter Card
Mill and the river road in Garrattsville Village (Butternut Creek).
Peter Card purchased the wheel and water rights on the creek from
Alonzo Avery and set up his own mill and carriage factory.

Pcter Card sold feed atthingdst.cidu'and;ﬂanningmillon
South Street in Garrattsville.

In 1910, a saw mill was added to the facility.

Before Peter Card took over the above combination; Abe Welch
had a wagon manufacturing here in this building. The second floor
was a paint shop, paint used in this factory.

This landmark of our village is still standing, but vacant many



HARRINGTON MILL
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R2W LIMCHy In 1810, thisre wera in New Lishon fouror 2ive
: 8 nv%w aiilc. a fulling wmill and a cariing

' Baptist moel house and seven schoolhouges.
hnmgg m pvzncipan: AvnRsrs; moat of thalr wearing

“Harringtonts inn," a well-knoan pub’iao house, was ciliunted
on the teat Rpanch of the Utego, st o rolnt7about one nilae
‘nort arly frod ""all bridge.® This Savern wsg orected in 18123
by Jamesa, father of ataffort Haprrington, and 1a atill atandimg
and utilized as i farmhouse on lands once hHalonsing %o the
writer. In 1813, accorzlmg to J. h. Eenyon and "attheu
‘Gregory, of Mount “isiom, *iarringson's inp” 7us one of the
(3637) busglest places, from 1 lawyer'a profesational stand cing,
in the county; many 3uits at law Delng triad thers, and
occasionally drawing atiorneys avan “rom She county seat Litaself.

Hagideag the tavern, there as a gristclll and a aaanil)
uilt, not far froa thiaz <ian, Just undes the high bank ~ast of
and below the houge, thae two structures alanding oloase tojather:
but no bridge had been arectnd there, ug yet, spanning the
oresrx., About T e sama : apriod, Ira Yenyon, a2 aohoolteachsr and
fasther of one of »r in®irm.nts, wug one v 'y cxqlled to ”*«unrlzm—
ton's inn," W 20ita the hallots far an elaotion scon SH Da
reld at,ihat point..



3 * adde 7

U7 LIS About 1914, a griatrlll nd a samaill, prouably
{ tak&ng,;pﬂ placas of cldar onos on the saue site, were ersciad
. on the Yeat Hranch 62 tha Oego creek, cloase of Harrinizton'sa
. inn, snd at 2 point about ona mile avbove "Fall bridge®; the inn
¢ teferred To having maeen Hullt in the pracadlng yaar. The
| embaniment of the snclen® =illoond, on the fla% opposiic the old
- tavern stand, 1s still plainly visible. In 1814, tha croasroad
C running &y the Harrington tavern and milla, and connecting the
 Eaat and seat rgneh hichwoya, was called "the poat-rond" == a
‘WAN Carrying tha matl over the =ame in ad'le btaga; this "elne a
_8eotion of A nnil route vetween Cooperatown and "Loulasvilla,®
’.'h Hartwick. i
(3684) -

C

g+ Abranan Lippitt was prodakly now conducting a silling

! businegs at Zouth Hartwicxk. At a2 point a 11ttle bhalow that

- place, and on tha west alde of the greeX, was the commencessnt
of a highwny, bullt leng beflors, whileh ¢cndusted thée Sraveller
gver the nhill, an? through the woods neoarly all the way, to the
gria% and gaw mills 9f Jaszes Harrington, on the Wegt “ranch of
the Otero. dr. Harrington was a brotasr of sheffiaeld, tephen
and Joh Harrington, and had a son, “taffor. who, as an 014 ann,
cre Jpouz the wess, in about 1592, %o revigit these scenes of
nis cnildigoed.

©(3418)

The "arrington sills (in Hew Lighon) wers duilg, by Jsmea
iarrineton, on shas waa aftorzerds the Vaughn-iallasd-iuntington-
er farw, and I pregune the dats 27 thelr construction was
prior %0 1210, AS thal Sime, Janag Unprington was probut%z
conduoting an inn Susiness, also, in his asall, <lavboarded,
frame dwelling near the nills th}: “being succeaded dy a larger

 tavern, in 1813, on or near tho sass glte. Iaminzton Fe
Lafors removing from Rhode Taland to New 1isbon, wag a niller by
trade; and, in abou® 1910, alSernnfaly 22%+9; mors or lass, for
both Lippltt and Harpington, in That oxpacity, running thelr
21113 Both night and 4Auy. ~

l



STETSON MILL
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Fragments of History - Hilda Watrous

The Stetsons

In 1791 when Moors and Whitford sold a parcel of their Perree
purchase the land was described as "that part where kli Stetson
hss chopped and is to chop 50 acres"...Eli was .a witness to their

sale of land to Isaac Nash in 1791. In 1795 Whitford sold land to
Timothy Stetson, father to Eli, adjacent to 100 acres previously
80ld to kli. When some of Isaac Nash's land was sold by his estate,
some property included vhe "mill seat of klli Stetuson”. -



AL e & e e
; .-&uvl'{é

ot A S ————— > S—————

6"~ - SR L ' HIRAM SOUTHWORTH THE PIONFER

- At the Recorders O0fflce in Cooperatown thure in a dzd dated Harch 6, IBOT‘thAB
states that for the sum of three hundrod dollurs, lawful roasy of the State of Hew. York,
Samuel Boswvorth and his wife Abigall conveyed Lo Samuel Stetaon oonthwurth and Gurlev_zf
Southwerth forty acres of lund in the Town of Nwﬁ Lisbon.  This, was land ‘that had pre-7:
viously been owned by Timothy Stetson. It 13 of Intercat that the prlce was paid fn A

the. currency of the State of New York and not of the Unitad 3tates and alao that Abigsil
made‘her nark rather than her signature. X% '*=J

[
1 ’_‘5

i - ¥ 35 >
3 3 . . A“'
“r

Tho boundaries specified in tho deeod 1nd1catn that the Iand vas located Junt ot
‘east of & hundred acre tract owned by El1 Stetson and just north.of on's aav - H,
nillf"fﬁ“?iatr‘una‘ﬂtskb 5y rgsted 1n the mi1T pondi—0A% of the older residents o 1
Meighborhood suggested sometine ago that this may have besn what is now known as Gatd‘cw
Pond., This has since been verified. A map qhoving this lard appﬂars on pcge 9,,

4

-

. S o AB. to where tho money came from for the purhcaae of ths land vo ‘ean only opeous
.late.. It is noted however that in the settlement of Desire Southvorth's estate- aléven-
years later, there 1s mention made of monsy ovwed by various children including bothﬁ- -u
‘Gurley and Samiel Stetson. It is possible that Lhen as novw it was good practice ‘to bor-
‘rov monsy from widoved mothers und to forget about both tha principal and the 1ntci09h.

‘It  1s noted too that the land changed hands in the succeeding years in.a rather mystertm
ous way ‘and: ultinat.ely ¢ame into the hands of Mother Southworth (Desire).

ESIOR T S
£ s

;. e whether or not the partnership. of Gurley and his brother cane to a sad end ve r;
cannof say. However a deed dated Januery 18, 1811 shows that ths two brothers acting as
‘partners sold off twelve acres from the southern end of their tract to Eli Stetsoni! <f-1

‘This _may ‘have been part of the mill property. * It may have served also to 3153 Eil. Stet«
‘son"access from his 100 A \ tract to the highway. On the saza day Gurley gave Saruel

“Stetson Southvorth a quit-claim deed for his interest in ths raepaindep, - Thls—nob-onlr**
"tergilnated the partnership but it appears to have been the only land of record ouned by
Hiram's father Gurley in elthsr Otssgo or Chenango Counties.

S
z .‘f 3
L3

This Juggling of property did not, however, stop &t this time for there 18 rﬂ-
oorded latar, in 1811, a deed for land sold by Samuel Steizon Southworth to Richard :
Emerson., This was the remaining twenty-elight acres, left aftepr s2lling tvelye acres” to
El1 Stetson; On the smse day Richard Emerson sold cight cf these same acres to Desire =
‘Southworth, At about this same time too Samuel Stetson bought another tract of: thirty--

8ix acres south of the mill pond which he hold far several rears,



Frugmcuta of History
New mbon-‘l‘o-:nﬁpucm-

piled from various sburces by

Hilda~R. Watrous, " “ -~ ~
Desire Stetson Southworth

ony in 1628 - having wed Gover-
nor William Bradford - with her
two sons, Thomas. and Constant
Southworth).

According to “A (_;.eoe;’}ogy of
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Desire was born June 29, 174, |
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Present day site of Stetson Mill

(2019———Fenstemacher)
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& saw mill below the lans mentloged
was owned, i1 fs believed, by David - M.
Hard, -and sold by him to the -Cone
nrothers. For o while they ran it to
gether; then the eldest one bought the
ather hall, and hired o gisn by W0s naine
of Joshus Wood to run the mill. He
way & psranger, but a good workman,
He moved into a double log hiouse above
the mill. - His family consisted of bim-
self Bis =i 5 Jitiie givl, aod o madami
with threp cbildren. His wife bad tha
poorest pars of the house sad sarmed:
het own feod and’ elothing working for
por pelghbors. Jo summer she pleked
berries and aold thaw to the Garratis-
vitle people. Bhe was & slack, ensy goiog
sorg of 8 woman, which nixy have ac-
pounted for the family srrangement. .

 Afier pgvers| gesrs some young mem
took exoepiion to Woud’s maouer of live
ing snd one Dight when hie wils was
‘Wway gave bim sad the madam & noisy
srreaade,  Boon after ihe old log house
wae found to be tenmntless, When oF
where they weat was not koown. though
the mife moes have lesrued, for-eaon she
dissppeatsd The eaw mill was then
-ﬂdroummmn.md his sons Jecob
and Joceph ik the Woik ihere. A omall

-~

Wouse Waq built neer the bank for Jacob's

family. - It is pow & ben house. .
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11.12. DELOSS ANTHONY son 19
ROSALTHA dau 9
ABEL CARD boarder 27
ANGELINE CARD wf 25
MARY F. * dau 5
WM. PARR boarder 30

THRESSA PARR wf 29
WM. J. MURRY 26
MARY STEPHENS 6
12.13. C. H. BROWN 40
$ 450 M. M. wf 18
WM. H. son 2
13.14. J. B. GORTON 35
$ 500 MARY ANN wf 33

THEODORE REED neph 10
CHARLES GORTON son 3
- MATILDA REED sis-i=1 25

.15 CHARLES BALCOME 22
ANN wf 20
DOROTHY HALL moth 48
JANETT " sister 11

CHRISTIEN " ' i8
JOHN " broth 25
GEORGE " o 14
14.16. EDWIN G. BUCKLAND 55
$ 250 CASSANDRA  wf 45
15.17. ARTHUR SLATER 45
$ 200 JuLIA wf 25
DEXTER son 18
MARY JANE dau 7
BENJAMA son 5
FRANKLIN . 3
JULIA dau 1
16.18. WM. CoOY 38
$ 200 HARRIET wf 38
ROXANN dau 17
HENRY Y son 15
ELI % 6
ALBERT A. 7 3
B. 0. " 2/12
LIDY mother 66
17.19. ZARE WATSON 58
$ 400 SALLY wf 58

FIDELIA TALBERT dau 25
LORENZE WATSON son 19
MERTIMER * *: 118
CHAD TALBERT s-i-1 31
HARRISON BARNES 35

JAMES SELF -
18.20. DAVID DART 33
$ 50 ANNA wf 30
EMM Z. dau 9

RUTH A. I &

Ots,

Greene
Ots,

ire.
Ots.
Scho.
Ots.

Ots.

Ots.

Scot.
Ots.

Scot.

vtl
Ots,
Mass.

Ots.
Ots.

Vt-
Ots.

Mass.
Dut.
Mass.
Ots.
Ots.

Ena.
Ots.

Cneida
Ote.

s X =

X s XX

4

6/12

2/12

MNP = = 5 =2 =

38
22

Farmer
) Native V.
’
Drover Alien
boarder

Blacksmith Native V.

Millwright s

L.O.
Farmer A

Naturalized

Machinist »

{poss. ANTHONY, not ARTHUR)

Blacksmith L

Farmer - L.o.

(Roarder) !

. Naturalized V.
Blacksmith Native V.



MILL NEAR TURTLE LAKE
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This tiny photo is found among New Lisbon's photographic
collection along with a 'snapshot' of the area's history
which is presented below.
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s , Cabrrnet Mdfazcz/é‘wma’,



Sources

- Fragments of History - Hilda Watrous

- Huntington’s Old Time Notes

- Maps:
o 1868 Atlas
o 1905 Atlas
o Handdrawn map by unknown

- Garrattsville Past - Rosalie Smith

- Bicentennial Writings - Virginia A. Schoradt

- Photographs: New Lisbon Photo Album

- Garrattsville and its People in the Long Ago - unknown

- Biographical Review 1893

- Census 1850 + 1855

- Newspapers:

o The New Berlin Gazette

o The Oneonta Daily Star

o Morris Chronicle

- Lois Higgin’s notebook

- Robert George article



