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Elmira’s sage

It’s not the Mark Twain we’re used to.

The Private History of a Campaign
That Failed, filmed in the Oneonta and
Morris areas, will be shown on public
television tomorrow night. Producer
William Perry talks of his Mark Twain
series in an interview on page 12 of

What had started out as a comic ad-
venture became a tale of heartache. As
producer Perry, himself an Elmira na-
tive, notes, it’s not one of those boys-on-
rafts stories the world associates with
Mark Twain.

As an epilogue, the PBS version adds
The War Prayer, an example of an even
more bitter Mark Twain. In it, he und-

And The War Prayer, which deals
with the message a Stranger gives to a
church congregation, closes with this:
“It was believed afterward that the
man was a lunatic, because there was
no sense in what he said.”

But many will find a great deal of

sense in what Mark Twain has to say,
and we owe William Perry thanks for
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