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Paper —

The phone is always ringing.

For decades there has been the same
hum of quietly urgent bustle in the store-
front offices of this hometown newspaper,
‘but the sounds will change soon.

For the first time in the paper’s 137-year
history, it will be printed with an offset
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press, one
of only seven remaining hot-type

inthe country and the only one on the East
Coast, will be retired from weekly service
in September, the McDaniels estimate.

It will be the end of an era. John
McDaniel remembers when the Babcock
first came to Sherburne in the mid-1960s.
The press is estimated to be more than 70
yelr: old. It was purchased from Con-

rge Wortley, who first used
it lopubluh the Syracuse University Daily
Orange newspaper.

After delivery on a large flatbed truck,

a carpenter had to tear down a wall in the

Sherburne so the
presscould be pushed in onrollers. “It had
found a home,” remembers John
McDaniel.

The Babcock allowed continuation of a
pnnhng process John McDaniel learned
from his father, Harry J. McDaniel, who
took over The Sherburne News in 1914
from his uncle, John H. O'Brien. O'Brien
hadmtumbonynuhe in 1881, begin-
ning what has out to be a family
legacy of local journalism.

‘While John McDaniel was still in high
school he Iumed to use the Linotype

fed printing p
at the time, mirrored the way most of
America got its news.
John McDaniel still sits at the Linotype

ending with a great heave and clatter as
slugs of metal type are cast from liquid
metal alloys and quickly cooled. Pages are
laid out in galleys and carried to the let-
terpress, where a massive roller presses
sheets of newsprint against the inky type.
“It gets heavier each time,” said 80-year-
old John McDaniel.

“It’s time to change.

The technology is there,” said his son
Jim. “Back when they started (The Sher-
burne News) in 1864 they were using lit-
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John McDaniel watches as the first copies of The Sherburme News for Aug. 9 are printed the day
before. He hand-feeds individual sheets into the press. %

tle handtype. They moved on to Linotype.
If they were still printing with handtype,
they wouldn’t be here anymore. It's the
same with this. You have to move on to
the next generation of technology.”
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ical Society plans to write a grant to the
Sherburne-based Howard Finch Founda-
tion. The historical society would like to
create a professionally prepared video-
tape describing an in-depth history of The
Sherburne News and showing the press in

ness, wh hing frombooks
languages to bank deposit receipts to piano
string holders headed for New York City
are produced. “The work is in the newspa-
per,” commented John McDaniel, “but the

before it ends its weekly ser-
vice.

‘The foundationisalogicalp
Before he died. the quietly wealthy Sher-
burne benefactor, Howard Finch, used to
start every morning with a cup of coffee
onaworn wooden bench beside the press,
and a visit with the McDaniels.

Although paper’s format may

change, the heartbeat of Sherburne will
still be recorded in pages filled with news
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idings, and visits from an
occasional dairy princess.
Uiewilld:mgelbit(onheMeDmieh.
t0o. There will be more time for commer-
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mnurbmlding[u-ll Itsmohgmdneeth
areinforced floor. I hope that perhaps the
people of Sherburne will find a way to pre-
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to South Dakota will be a little easier, and
you might see Betty zipping through the
county in her little convertible.

But will John McDaniel miss the Bab-
cock? “I've been doing this since 1936.
T've gottogetused toit. We'll still be doing
the newspaper; it’ll just be a different
‘method. I won’t get tired of setting all that
type anymore. We’ll just scan it in.”
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