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Was never a model or dignity

~and conventlon, engaged in, fivo
. affairs during his-carder which
he always wanted to forget. Of his
connectlon with these events he seem-
ed to be heartlly sshomeéd. One was
almost a duel, and the other was a rev-
olntlenary act as a legislator,

. Lincolu 18 a Whig served in the -
nolg leglslnture of 184041, Tlhere was

tary | o bitter fight agalnst tho state banks,

fed by the Democrats. The state of af-

plature sine die would kill the banks.

by aLsenting themselves and thus re-
duyeing the attendance below a quorum.
Lintoln ahd Joseph Gillesple, another
Whig, were delegated to atiend the
sessions and <¢dll the yeas and pays.
The sergeant at arms wag sent ont to
k | gather in epough Whigs to mike a
quorum, Lincoln and Gillesple, with
another Whig)thea ran to o windew

sdf and jumped out.

Qillesple sald after Lincoln’s death,
“1 think Afr. Lincoln always regret-
ted that he entered into that arrailye-
ment, as he deprecated everything tlmt
savored of the revolutionary."”

" But it was ‘what Lincoln in a letter to
his cloge friend Joshua . 8peed called
s “dpel with Shields” that eaused
liim more regret than any other incl-
dent connected with his bile fe.
This nlso was brought abou tudlrectly

| bechuse of Lincoln's attitnde regarding

state finances, though there yas &
motra romantle side to it

In 1842 Lincoln was engaged to Mary
Todd, whose particular clum was Ju-
lin Jayune, .afterwartl the wife of Ly-
man Trumbull, James Shields, a young
Irishman, was the state audltor. He

to have set himself up as a great bean.
though uufitted Ly nature for playing
that part. Mnry Todd and other Spring-
“ridicullng Shields for his secln] preten-
slons. Miss Toedd had some talent as o
garcastle writer. There appeared In
the Bangamon Journz), a Springfield

ably humorous, in which Bhlelds was
made the butt of ridicule, The first ar-
tiele criticised him' in n good natured
wny for his management of state
finances. The succeedlug articles hekl
him tp to publle ridicule on necount of

first, and the two girls wrote the other
articles, but when S8hields demanded of
the editor the name of the author Lin-
coln gallantly “stood for” all.

Bhieldg demanded a retraction. Lin-
coln considered hls letter offennive and
requested him to withdraw the letter
and state his case more mildly. This
fhields refused to do. He challenged
Lincoln to fight him. Lincoln had been
strongly opposed to duellng, but under
tho ¢lrcumstances he felt conipelled to
accepl the challenge. As weapons he
named cavelry brondawords of the lar-
gest size. A polnt In Missour! opposite
the town of Alton ywas derignated as
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‘BRAHA‘M LINCOLN whose llf.e' Jess- Sh!elds o his Iater cnregr provgd-— -

‘in the Mexican war and was promoted
oth ot Cerro Gordo and Cha- |

falrs was such that the Pemocrnts De-.

tary l!e;ged that an adjourntrent of the leg- _sota, and when that terrltory- became a

fhie. Whigs undertook to prevent this’

of-the churech in which the legislature

was sald to be “inordinately vain” and

flald bellcs secmed to _take dellght in |

newspaper, a acries 6f artlcles, presum-\

his social ambitions, Lincoln wrote the

on me once or oftener, but I really

. hytha waf department, I know nothing

{ol Emﬂmae tgaﬂsat-iit‘wuuld

that lie was a brave-and able. man, In
many tespects hls career was most ré
markable. He voluntect@éd his services

rapidiy,
pultepec be was severely wounded, For:
his Lravery at Cerro’ Gordo he wad

Polk then ‘appointed him the firat terri-
yirlal governor of Oregon, but Illinols
2lected Lilm to the, Unlted Btales genate
i 1840, where he werved - full term of
ix years. Then he rempved to Allune.

state- he was elected to the "United
States sonate for the first ahort ferm of
two years. Later General_ Slﬂelds set-
sled at - Carroliton, Mo, and served two
terms in the stite Ieglslature. ‘But for

THR COABATANTS MET, BROADSWOKDS AND
ALL,

the third time he was sent to the Unit-
sgrve out the unexpired term of Bena-
tor Lewis V. Bogy, who died early In
1870. Shlelds sat iu the senate two

months through that appointment,
Then he went to Ottumwa, If)., where
he dled less than three months after
leaving the senate. i

Durlng the civil war the challenger
of Llncoln also proved his military
spirit. He went to Washington in 1802
and was appolated/by his old enemy a
Lrigadler genernl. Bhields had the dis-
tinction of defeating Btonewsal!' Jack-
son at Windhester, Va., though he had
vecelved o wound In oue leg the day
before. Bome months later Jackson de-
teated Sulelds nt Port Republic,

Though, according to Mr. Herndon,
the mon whom Lincoln might have
split, open from top tc bottom was."In-
ordinntely valn,” bis record as a Unit-
ed States senatdr from three states and
as 1 lender of armies in two wars, with
several bonorable wounds, would seem
to vindlente him and cause posterity o
rejoice that Mr, Lincoln did not get a
chance at him with that cavalry broad-
aword on the 22d of September, 1842,

When Lincoln Waa Stern.

Charles Wiegand was major of 8
German regiment from New York and,
betng of an enterprising turn of mind,
spcured o personnl Interview with
President Lincoln and importuned him
for authorlty to ralse a brigade of Ger-
‘mon troops. He .gvas extremely op-
tmistic nod concelved the affair to be
then siready accomplished, but, after
wanifing awhile for the desired presl-
dentirl spontaneity, he pressed the mat-
ter and was dlscomfited by being tarn-
ed down in this remorseless mode by
the prestdent: "1 think this man called

know nothing as to his capacity or
merit. It & brigade was promised

of it,.and pat kuowlog whether be la

fit for any place-1, ‘conld not with pro-

ety recommend him f6r aphy.” He

h-ated with equal soperclllonsness
engrosi’éd

Wbmem,&mm“m!n:
abott. the westher In adrance.  He

ed Htates senate, being appolnted to |

.)re\'etted major -general. ¥ President |- >

san__\m_‘

)F

v/

2 THE, Cnmm\ '

BY WALTDN WILLIAMS

1907,

c-épvrl‘iht,.

DURING his more than four
years as president of the TUnlt-
_ed Blates Abrsham Lincoln
mmok but one vacation. That
was/ J after the beginning of his
new termn, after four years of constant
application to the nation’s business in
time of terrfble civil war. The vaca-
tlon ended but a few days before the
nssassipation of Mr. Lincoln, but it
was a glorfous vacntlon and was
greatly enjoyed by the sud and weary
president.

Lincoln's vacation was quite d.iﬂer-
ent from the presidentinl outings to
which we are ncéustomed of late,- He
did not seek n seruestered lake far up|—
in the north, where he could fizh, cut
bait and swap yarns with evonies, nor
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no_harm came to him, nor was ‘there.
any threat of harm. ~ He svds enjoying’
his holiday. He talked ito many-offi-
cers regording the coming peace and
what should be done for the restora-
tlon of the gouth, His advice wad for
liberal terms and kindness to the south-,
ern people,

The president returned to City Polnt,
where & squad of Copfederate prison-
ers cheered him. He turned to Ad-
miral Porter and remarked:

“They will never shoulder a musket
again in anger, and if Grant Ia wise
he wll] leave them their guns to shoot
crows with and thelr horses to plow
with.”

*Let them down easy,” he lmd said -
to the military governor of Richinond.
Word reached the presldent at Clty
Point that his secretary of state, Mr,
Seward, had been thrown from a ear-
riage and injored. This eut short hig’
vacation, for he returned to Washing-
ton at once. It was observed by mem-
bers of his cabinet upon his return that
a great change had: come over the
president. His thin foce had grown
thinner during the Increasing sorrows
of the war, afid Jatterly it had assym-
ed a gray pallor that was almost
ghastly. Hls eyes looked forth an un-
utterable grief. He had borme the bur-
dens of n great nation in its time of
keenest agony, and the terrible stress
and strain of those four years were re-
flected in the features of the man.

tion—what & change! The man walk-

pletifully eprinkléd with friends, ang

But'now—after his first and only vaca-

: Doy

.A.!i OLD NEGHO THREW HIMSELF AT THE

FEET OF LINCOLN.
«id be Letake himself to ¢ swam) jun-

heara or wildeats., He took a bLoaf ride.
ile went down to City Point, on the
Iames river, In Virginia, to see how
Geuneral Grant's army woes getting
along, Grant bad his* headquarters
there {n & group of cottnges on a high
bluff where the James nnd the Ap-
pomattox rivers joln. IFor ten days
the prestdent llved there, grecting his
grent generals, chatting with the lesser
officers and visiting the private sal-
diers In their tents, Always for com-
manding general or for the biue blous-
ed man in the ranks he bad a word of
cheer mud frequently & funny Jittle
story that illustrated some wise point
of argument,

It was an odd sort of vaecation, Lin-
coln called it his hollday, but as o mat-
ter of fact he was still at work, dolng
bis duty Ly the people, making person-
al Inspection of the army and offering
Ia his almost apologetlc manner nosw
and then a suggestion to Genernl
Grant.

Gengral Bherman, fresh from hls fa-
mous march to the sena, visited Clty

Grant. All knew that the war was
drawing to its close; that the great
struggle was nearly over; that nitimate
victory lay just beyond. Grant and
Sherman each belleved that he must
fight one more terrible battle.

“Don’t do It If you can belp It
urged the humanpe Lincoln. “No more
bloodshed, no more bloodshed,” be re-
peatedly sald.

All day on the 31st of March, when
Grant wns beginning his final move-
ment against Lee, Lincoln sat im the
telegraph office at headquarters for-
warding to Mr. Stanfon, secretary of
wnor, the reports thit came in from
Grant, whe was here amd there and
everywhere up and down his long line
of army maneuvers, Joyous news Lin-
coln sent to Washington. Ona itém
was the victory of Genernl Sheridan at
Five Points on the 1st of Aprik An-
other was the evacuation of Peters-
burg. The president himself cutered
Fetersburg bat & few hours after the
Confederates moved ont for a final talk
with Grant, who was sbont to move on
from there after the retreating army.
On the 24 of April the joyfnl néws that ¢
Bichopend had been evacmafed reacked
City Polut, snd Lincok lthmediateh-

gle ar & mountain fastness fo sheot

Point to confer with Liocoln and.

ed with a springy step, the stoop disap-
peared from his shoulders, the tense
lines in his drawn, ead face began to
disappear, and there was a hint of
ruddiness in his cheeks, and his langh
was hearty.

Yet It was not the vacation that bad
rejuvenated Lincoln. It was the very
recent success of his armies, the evacno-
ation of Richmond and, last and great-
est, the surrender of Lee on the 8th of

him. For five days he was the ‘happlest
mnn in the Upited States or in the
world, the happlest because for four
years he had been the saddest, and -
now that indescribable sadness, In the
words of one of his friends, “had been
suddenly changed for an equally inde-
scribable expression of serenc joy, as
if conscious that the great purpose of
his life bhad been fchieved.”

During this time he said to his wife: .
“Mary, we have had o bard time of it
since we came to Washington, but now
we shall have four more years here of

N

easler times, and then we'll.go back'to
{ilinoia and live thd rest of our lives Ix

tn Springfleld or Chiengo mnd dbworl:
enough to make @ Hving forws™

the rejuvenated chief was

‘g vullet.

Then on the night of ApHl 14, when '
'mmng ¥
broadly at s comediah's ‘Joke thﬂ ;

“MARY, WE HAVE HAD A BARD TIME OF
.

peace and qutet. I'Tl oped & law office’ .

tApril--these -things -had- transformed




